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that lime is beneficial to plants, as they ex-'gentin the prosecution of this duty. We 


, not be done immediately, but they are possi- the Mississippi, the rolling prairie, or the 
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| their Annual Exhibition, in Vassalboro’, Oct. 15, 46. 


| BY DR. JOHN 8. LYNDE, OF NORRIDGEWOOK. 
(PUBLISHED BY VOTE OF THE soctETY } 
| (CONCLUDED.) 

Two green crops ploughed ip during sum- 
= |mer, will, in a great degree, protect the earth 
| from the influence of the direct rays of the 


sun. Plants contain, already elaborated, all 





Our Home, our Country, and our Brother Man.’ 


SCAB, OR PELT ROT IN SHEEP. 
Mr. Evrrof: As I amasubscriber to your. 4 
excellent paper, I take the liberty of stating | essential parts, 


others; not perhaps precisely in the same 
proportion, but always more or less of the 
Reason, then, would teach 
to you a trouble among my sheep, and if you the farmer that growing plants might readily 
will give me the best remedy, you will do me | be converted into effective manures, and ex- 
a great favor, | Perience fully supports the theory. Green 

I think they have the scab, or something | 80uring can only be used profitably in the 


that causes them to itch, and a few of them | warmest part of our seasons, for at this time, 


have begun to rub, and some of them have the perfect decomposition is insured. Plants, 
|for green manure, should be ploughed in 


started the wool from their backs. If you bh ; 
will answer this in the next Farmer, I will) “°°” they have come into flower, for - mae 

i | time they have least exhausted the soil, and 
thank you. Joun Parrersoy. | : 


: ‘contain the most soluble matter. I cannot 
Smithfield a ; | Comenes te 
my — ihe ins’ bittaed | pursue this subject farther. Stable manure 
ae led " you all know how to manage. You know 
sheep at this time, that causes the wool to|*) ’ : ; 
ctast, vin: Mechend Sek, es, “Shaanebjna | when all other manures miss, that will almost 


the elements necessary for the formation of | 


crete from their roots an acid, which, in com- | 
ing in contact with the lime, is converted in- 
to a soluble salt which is taken up into the 
| System of the plant. Thus you will readily 
perceive, that by a chemical process, a part | 
of the decayed vegetable constituents in eve-_ 
ry soil forms one or more acids, and these! 
unite with such alkalies as lime, potash and | 
soda. In this state the several compounds 
are soluble to a certain extent, and nature 
, takes them, by the endosmose priuciple, into 
the pores of the tree or plant. {[ wish L could 
| pursue this subject further for your consider- | 
‘ation, but perhaps enough has already been 
said to show you how nature is all the time | 
at work in her great laboratory, mixing, dis- 
| solving and pulverizing your soils; and wheth- 
er you be asleep or: awake, her wonderful | 
processes are still going on. We are, ina 
certain sense, at every meal, eating up our 
own granite rocks. Granite is composed of 
three different minerals, quartz, felspar and 
mica. 
Quartz is supposed to be of an acid na-| 
ture—felspar contains from 12 to 15 per cent | 
of potash—mica from 5 to 8 per cent of the 


| race must result. 
‘improvements may be made in agriculture, 


cannot be intelligent farmers unless we are 


philosophers. Well may we he humble, then, 


before the magnitude ef our voextion, and 
ask ourselves, are we competent to the per- 
formance of its duties? Agriculture is wis- 
dom and philosophy made practical by care 
and industry. 

Until we know the kinds of food best adapt- 


ed to the different species of plants, avd the 
| best means of administering to their wants, 
iwe cannot boast of perfection in this great 
‘art. 


By the valuable discoveries of some of 
the greatest men of the age, many of the 


‘mysteries of vegetable physiology have been 


laid open and great advantages to the human 
We cannot predict what 


more than we can in the physical sciences; 
but we know this isan age of wonders and 
improvement. ‘The man, at the beginning of 
the present century, is not the man of 1546. 
You all remember how Avimal Magnetism 
raged a few years since—how clairvoyant the 
public mind grew—how a patient was made 
to see in a manner different from the ordina- 


ry mode of vision. His whole brain was 


|b'e according to the law of improvement.— 


Columbia! In the New Fingland States, 


| the growing animal! The proportion of fatty 
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, . — always hit; but you caunot always have 
formidable disease, and it is difficult to cope | enough of that at your command; and if you 


i had, itis not always the hest ;ossible ma- 
|nure for your land. And as lime, ashes and 
| plaster are the three bodies which are usually 
applied as mineral manures, I shall make a 
few passing remarks on their nutrient action. 
I believe most chemists of the present day 


hold this principle, the base of all sults act 


with it until after shearing. The following 
is a description of the scab as given by authors, 
and which is pretty correct. It first manifests 


itself by the starting of the fibres, or locks of 


wool from the rest of the fleece. It generally 
begins on the rump of the animal, and extends 
up the back and over the sides and neck. The 
animal is seen rubbing and biting its sides, 
and exhibits signs of great itchings and unea- 
siness. On examination the wool is found to | 
separate easily from the skin, and there is a| 
red appearance of the skin, small watery pim- 
ples or tetters at first show themselves, and 
finally dry seabs or a scurf covers the infect- 
ed place. The skin bas a dry, stiff, meagre 
feel, and it appears to be hardened in lumps or 
ridges. In severe cases there isa yellowish 
water below the crust or scab. In time, the 
wool falls off from the whole diseased surface, 
and the flocks present a miserable and disgust- 
ing appearance. ‘The cause of this disease, 
is in fact, like the iteh in the human system— 
a very minute insect burrowing in the skin. 
The best treatment in the winter, while the 
wool is on, is to anoint the parts well, with 
common unguentum. In the spring, after the 


same. Now look on the granite rock in your | metamorphosed into a translucent retina, and 
field and see the plant in all its beauty wav- | the image of the whole uviverse was brought 
ing by its side! The roots of this plant, |‘ his sublime vision. ‘But, Mr. President, 
have, as it were, the power of decomposing | however strange and incousistent this may 
this rock to obtain the potash you can find in |*PPest yet we can see something equaily 
its ashes. ‘Thus the living and growing plant |*'*@8®> which is a philosophical reality. 


| They are also much easier to tell than te do. there is every thing that invites to repose; seen- 


Tt is a very easy thing to appear large in the ery the most beautiful and enchanting—soil the 
abstract, but a few years more of improve-' most rich and bountitul. Here all meet from 
| ment will give us the concrete. ‘These things every kingdom and country of the world— 
| canbe done by scientific management. You ‘the home of the exile, the Mecea of the free! 
j will ask me hows 1 will tell you: and this is | It is this little *p »t of earth which has become 
leasier, much easier than todo it. But let the nursery of men who have. transplanted 
jme begin. ‘The fat of the animal is derived | themselves in every quarter of the globe, to 


| a: . P. ada tot : 
jdirectly from the fat of the vegetable on} inake room, as it were, for emigrants from 
If our voung population wish 


which it lives—its muscular fibre directly | the old world. 

from the gluten of the blood—the salts of its | to Jeave their own homes. where the birds 
blood, and the earth of its bones, from the sing so sweet, the zephyr« sweep so soft, and 

morganic matter contained in the ashes of | the wild flowers Boom bo lovely, let them go 

the plauts on which it feeds. ‘Thus the ani-| and peace and prosperity follow them. Let 

| mal grows in proportion to the peculiar qual- | them goto the South and far Weat. to the 
ities of the food, and this is in your power to jand of the cane, the cotton, and the ealeie. 


modify alinost at pleasure. And how beavu- | 7 o¢ them traverse the four quarters of the 
tiful is the connection, thus established be- | slobe, thread the Amazon, the Danube anid 


we ivi ye 
it en the dead earth, the living plant, and the Ganges, and then let them return and SAY, 


| whether any of these can hoast of greater 


matter is greater in some vegetables than in : . 
& ae" ; i plenty, of fairer beauty, of sweeter music, or 
others, dependent upon the svil on which they | . 


. , |serener glories, than their o appy New- 

grow, the manure in which they have been En nao Let wane ae ee wn h a 
. J ! y one ”v 

cultivated, as well as on the different nature ee tri ; aada tn ; ion : _ 

of the plants. patrimony—thread its noble rivers 


Some kinds of food would en- | a eee tad - 
able the animal to grow fatter or produce | ross ite green-clad mountains. Let him 


more butter. Others again in which gluten | observe its growing cities and flourishing vil- 


abounds would favor the growth of muscular |!ns, amiling in peace and plenty. Let him 


flesh, or the production of cheese—whilst |°°U"t flowery meas and upland lawns, 


those which contain the most salts or bone— | and the lowing of flocks and herds everywhere 


s > . . 3 aa 
earth, would serve to lengthen and spread | cattered over its surface. Let him view its 


ever the same in agriculture. 


action depends upon the acid of the salt. 


Lime, for instance, which forms the base of | 


a vast variety of salts, can never act other- 
wise than as lime; but when united with 
phosphoric acid, as in bones, or with sulphu- 
ric acid, as in plaster of Paris, very different 
results arise from its application to plants. 
Some of you are aware of the theory of Lie- 
big, in regard to the action of plaster, which 
he supposes to arise solely from its absorption 
of ammonia of the air and water, by which 
soluble sulphate of ammonia is formed and 
appropriated by the plant. But this theory 
does not appear satisfactory to all our chem- 
ists. Were this absorption of ammonia the 
sole cause of the efficacy of plaster, it would 
be equally efficacious on all soils and in all 


Peeuliarity of | 


is a consummate analyst or chemist, always | 


at work—always destroying, and always cre- | 


ating salts and gases for its own food. What | 
It teaches | 


us the great lesson of human industry, ex- | 





| great lesson does this teach us? 


| tending through all the worlds, embracing all 
| the spheres, from the lowest atom to the most | 
‘exalted cherubim, every order of being | 
| works for a living—torks out its own desti- | 
‘ny. ‘Work, work, work,” is the trium- | 
| phant song that rings through the universe, | 
| for the glory of the Creator and the happi- | 
|ness of the created! What a cheering song 
is this for the sons of toil! All is action—all | 
is motion. Planets are rolling—rains are | 
| fulling—zephyrs are whistling—waters are | 
|flowing—rocks are dissolving—plants are 
“springing up, and the whole universe this 
| inoment has changed from what it was the 
|moment before new. Action and motion, 
|motion and action are the laws of nature. 


When we can see aman standing here, by 
the help of electric lightning, conversing with 
another man at the same time in a different 
section of the globe, holding a dialegue, 
where mountains and rivers ant even States 
intervene—when we can see cold rusty iron, 
boiling water and murky coal moving and in- 
stinct with life, trundling a great Iron Horse, 
freighted with life and hope, across a conti- 
nent, we can set no bounds to improvement 
in agriculture or any thing else. Whata few 
years ago was a paradox is now but a lucid 
problem, and the greatest man now on earth 
may consider himself a child, playing with 
trifles and toys on the shore of knowledge. 
How then can we say with any degree of cer- 
tainty what, or how great improvement may 
be made in farming operations; but this much 
we know, there is boundless room for bound- 
less progress. We all well know that our 
horses, cattle, sheep, swive, grasses, grains, 


out the skeleton. You know very well, Mr. | 
President, that I cannot go into details; but I | 
will say that it is in your power, to entail and | 
increase the ordinary operations of nature to | 
an indefinite extent, and to raise varieties for | 
this purpose or for that. You can feed them | 
}in such armanner and of such a kind of food | 
as will lay on the fat—put on the wool—pour | 
| in the milk, or elevate and lengthen the skele- 
ton. Thus the scientific farmer is not only | 
an almoner, but a creator, who stands, as it | 
were, between his God and animate and in- 
animate matter, making animals that nature 
herself never made, and never would make, 
partaking with the Supreme Being in the | 
most eminent of his prerogatives! Iam here, | 
gentlemen, to put you in love with farming— | 
to present to you in my humble way, its di-| 
| vinity and honor, and entreat of you that you | 


| would do your utmost to promote its noble 
} . . ‘-_ 
|cause—to open its wide and magnificent | 








| seminaries of learning and altars of adoration, 


illuminated by the “rays of Apollo, and the 
benign lights of christianity. Let him mea- 
sure the moral and mental stature of its pres- 
ent living and distinguished men, on the 
seale of human greatness, and then let him 
read the thrilling history of its brave and 
mighty dead, who give to its marble and enn- 
vass, everlasting fame, and then let him tell 
where can be found its paradigm on earth! 
In conclusion, gentlemen, let me say to you, 
that you live where the great body of the peo- 
ple are landholders and cultivators of the soil, 
enjoying an equality of condition, unknown 
in any other part of the world; and that you 
constitute a part of that great hody of men, 
spread over the whole surface of this commu- 
nity, who hold in their hands the banner and 
glory of their country—its prosperty, its peace 
and its honor. You have great interests pe- 
culiarly your own to pursue. You have great 


, . laces; but farmers are aware that such is 
wool is shorn, a very good remedy, is to take i . 


not the fact. That this action on ammonia 
the root of the Poke root or green Hellebore,* | takes place cannot be questioned; but that it 
add tobacco, say after the rate ofa dozen ‘is the only cause of the efficacy of plaster is 
pounds of tobacco to a bushel and a half of | The action of plaster may 


, 1 add | what is doubted. 
the rect. Boil them wp together; and ‘adc | be explained on this principle:—that plants 
water. 


Put it into a hogshead, “4 large tub, | decompose this salt; the lime of the plaster 
and souse the sheep into it, “rubbing and | then acts on the vegetable portion of the soil, 





scrubbing,” and giving the animal a thorough which is thus rendéred soluble, whilst the ac- | 
soaking. The sheep may be then taken out, | id, to wit, the sulphuric, immediately acts on | 
the liquor pressed out back again into the | the mineral portion of the soil, or silicates. .| 


tub, and thus treat all the flock that are dis- | If silicates of an alkali exist in the soil, we 
eased. have now changed sulphate of lime for an al- 

Pert Ror, In this disease the wool falls | kaline sulphate—and if silicate of lime is also 
off and leaves the skin bare. Sometimes it | present, the potash or alkali having been ex- 
does not fall off, but it turns reddish on the | pended, plaster of Paris is formed anew. So 
back and sides of the sheep. ‘The skin is| long as there is inthe soil organic matter, 
hot, and as it becomes exposed to the air be-) this action continues, and will continue, till 


comes dead. If let alone, it will sometimes | the plant has gradually withdrawn, for its | 


heal over or run into scab. Sometimes the | own use, the acid of the salt which was in- 
wool almost entirely falls off, and there is no | troduced, Thus fertility depends wholly up- 
appearance of soreness, though a white crust) on salts and organic matter. Without the 


covers the skin where itis divested of the | jast there is no fruit formed—without salts | 


wool. This is generally brought on by ex-| the vegetable matter is locked up or insolua- 
posure to cold fall or winter rains. ble. We have a great deal of land that once 

On the first appearance of this disease, the | yielded heavy crops of corn, that will not, 
proper treatment is to shelter the sheep, and | even after a heavy dressing of common ma- 
oil their skins well. Keep them comfortably |nure, yield half as much as formerly. ‘This 









dry, and well fed. 

A very good little work, onthe manage- 
ment and diseases of sheep, was published by 
the Kennebec Agricultural Society, some 
years ago, entitled the ‘“‘Northern Shepherd.” 
it may be had at the Farmer Office for fifty 
certs. 





"Veratrum Viride. 

HEAVY MUTTON. 

We copy the following from the Wood- 
stock Telegraph, published in Woodstock, 
New Brunswick. 

“Lares Saeer. A few days ago we saw 
a carcass of mutton from the farm of Charles 
Perley, Esq., that exceeded anything of the 
kind that we have seen in this country. It 
weighed 148 pounds and sold for £3 0 5d.— 
The skin and wool weighed 24 1-2 pounds. 
We should like to hear from some of our 
‘contemporaries if they ever knew this to be 
equaled. 

A short time ago we took occasion to call 

at the furm of the same gentleman, and we 
must confess that we were highly gratified 
with our visit. At this season of the year, of 
course we could see nothing particularly in- 
teresting except the stock, and the arrange- 
rnents that were made for their accommoda- 
tion through the winter. We saw seventy- 
three sheep, forty-two of that number are 
breeding ewes. The average weight of wool 
for each sheep, for the whole number, it is 
thought will be about eight pounds, ‘There 
are eighteen milch cows on the farm, fine 
looking animals, of a crossed breed of the 
Devonshire and Tees Water: and nine year- 
ling heifers of the Herefordshire breed. Itis 
well known that Mr. Perley has devoted 
much attention to the improvement of stock 
in this county. Our farmers are indebted to 
him for the impetus that he has given to Ag- 
riculture generally, many of whom have fol- 
lowed his example and are now reaping the 
benefit.” 


Mr. Perley’s sheep. are of the Cotswold 
breed, and noble animals they are, too. He 
has one of the best farms in all’ “Up East,” 
and he has taken unwearied pains to obtain 
first rate stock by importations from 

‘The good which he has thus done will live 
long and long after he has left the world, aad 
be a source of comfort and profit to thous 
of the next generation. Doing acts and 
that are productive of good, even after one is 
dead, is the right kind of patriotism. ©” " 


Moxstnovs Pirrin (or Gloria Mundi.) 


This apple often weighs 20 and even 25 and 


26 ounces, 





is almost wholly in consequence of sulphu- 
rous and sulphuric acid in the soil, derived 
from the disintegration of rocks containing 


sulphur and iron. 
ou have all seen large rocks in walls, and 


you have observed how the oxygen of the at- 
mosphere and water combines with the iron 
in those rocks and decomposes and converts 
their surfaces into an oxide of iron; -this sets 
the sulphur free, and that combines with ox- 
ygen in different proportions, and forms sul- 
phurous and sulphuric acids. Now if you 
put plaster on such land it does no good at 
all, or rather does hurt. Plaster is coumposed 
of 40 parts of sulphuric acid and 28 parts of 
lime; but the acid is neutralized by the lime, 
and, therefore, inert. But, reasoning from 
chemical principles, if we apply to such soils 
hydrate or slacked lime, it will combine with 
the acid of the soil, and the lime will be con- 
verted into sulphate of lime or plaster of 
Paris, and thus remove the free acid from the 
soil in the ratio of 40 pounds of acid to 28 of 
lime... Thus by putting on lime to such a soil, 
you neutralize the acid and form plaster of 
Paris, a good fertilizer. It is well here to 
observe that unleached ashes will neutralize 
the acidity of such a soil, precisely as salera- 
tus does sour dough, by combining with the 
free acid of the soil and forming a neutral 
sulphate of potash. 1 apprehend the most 
important part ashes performs in agriculture, 
is, in decomposing silex and rendering it sol- 
uble, so as to be taken up by the rootlets of 
the plant, and by proper vessels carried to 
every part, and there assimilated and ap- 
plied to the various purposes for which na- 
ture intended it, viz: to form the skeleton of 
the plant or tree, the glaze on the corn-stalk 
and kernel, the outer covering upon wheat 
and other straw, and grasses. As to the use 
of lime on land much might be said, and I 
should be happy, if time would permit, to 
say it, for I am sure it is a thing not very def- 
initely understood. If your land is deficient 
in organic matter, and is wet, lime will do it 
injury. If it contains much vegetable mat- 
ter and is dry, lime will do it good. But 
some land abounds in lime already, and any 
more applied would be detrimental, The 
uses of lime in be several: 
First, it vegetable matter and 
converts it into what is called humus. Sec- 
ond, it deconsposes injurious salts of iron, 
RIES 6 Seer cute ce eatin: ees, 
' 





ammon ? ia, thers cee 





constituent in soils, It bas been stated, also, 





| Who can be a sluggard? Let us copy her dairies, farming implements, and household 
great lesson. arts, are all very far from perfection. We 

There is one thing which I wish to observe, have means in our hands to make nature 
_and that is, that the mere presence of a body | around us subservient to our wants. But we 
| influences the nature of a second body so as|™ust remember that economy and industry 
|wholly to change its properties. This is /are the two great pillars of all prospevity and 
| what is called, in chemistry, the action of happiness. If we purchase no more Jand 
presence or catalysis. For example, starch | than we need—if we plant no more ground 
is converted into sugar by the sulphuric acid | than we can well manure and caltivate to ad- 
or oil of vitriol. ‘The acid suffers no change. | vantage—if we keep no more stock than we 


j It acts by mere presence and converts the | Can keep in good order, and that of the best 
' starch into sugar. I believe that it is gener- | kind—if we hire no man to doa piece of 
ally considered a truth, that all decomposi- | work which we can do ourselves—if we sell 
tion takes place in obedience toa third sub- always more than we buy—if we buy nothing 
| stance acting by its presence. Justasthough | ¥° do not need—if we save whenever we 
three men were to meet, and the two first |C2", without resorting to meanness—if we 
_would act differently because the third was|teke care of whatever we have earned or 
| present, although the third should not do a | possess—if we trust no man with our money 
thing or say a word to either. So the vital) who will put his own at hazard—if we con- 
principle of plants, let it be called life, elec- | tract no debt without a reasonable probability 
tricity, galvanism, acts by its presence only, of paying it at the time agreed, and offer no 
and gives power to enter into new combina- | sacrifices to the rosy god Of wine, we shall 
‘tions. I make this statement to let you know | have good reason to look for very great im- 
that a living, growing plant in your soil, will, | provement in every branel: of industry. I 
‘in one year, effect a greater amount of de-|4o not pretend to be any agricultural proph- 
composition than all atmospheric influences |€t, but | believe I can behold the harbinger 
‘ean in many years. The scientific farmer | of a brighter sun and a more glorious harvest. 
ean be nothing but a philosopher, for his | I can see agriculture reduced to an exact eci- 
every day business, when rightly conducted, | ence, and spread over our land like a beauti- 
_is but the application of scientific principles. |ful garment, increasing her products ten, a 
| Agriculture is the science of sciences, that | hundred, and even a thousand fold. It has 
| great science which calls to its aid every sci-| been asserted on good authority, that it is as 
lence under heaven. To study it with suc-| common to find a horse now that will travel 
cess, we must learn to look to all the three 70 miles a day, as anen few years since that 
| kingdoms of nature—to the animal, vegeta- | would travel 50 miles. A few years of im- 
ble and mineral—to air, to ocean, to earth provement in their speed will make them 
and to heaven. We must even invoke the | travel 100 miles a day. That 1t58 @s Com 
| geologist in his dark abode, and the astrono-|'mon to find beef eattle now weighing 2000 





objects peculiarly your own to be attained.— 
These interests and objects are the promotion 
of moral economy and industry. Let usthen 
attain and pursue them, Let us annually as- 
semble to invoke the blessings of heaven and 
improve the industrial arts. Let us strive to 
make the cultivation of the soil attractive and 


| streams upon this county, state, aud country. 
| You may ask, how can this be done? You 
| must do it by study and perseverance. ‘The 
| farmer tnust be intelligent, if he ever expects | 
to promote and elevate the great science of 
agriculture. He must not only work with his 
hands, but with his head also. These are the seaatales:” Tine we’ extilar tho cc of in. 
' two great implements of his nobleart. ‘They suleeee deed ditt oth Umpn of in 
must know what each other does. ‘The one |“U™'Y: "NC elevate and make happy the ru- 
| must not say to the other, I have no need of ral classes; and like — venerated Thanks- 
|.hee! Like Castor and Pollox, they must al- | 8'V'"8, may we make this lay the gladsome 
ways be together. Farming requires intelli- an we Hooper meds pe 
gence to conduct it advantageously. You that aa “ ase "tetcenton eaeraran 
rene dy , ; y, sts of win- 
obtain it. Flow anany are there. here. who | shall arest your labors, and the chilling 
take agricultural papers? I hope you all do; blast shall storm pee dwellings, that your 
but I fear some of our farmers do not. News- | Stesides and domestic altars, may be for your- 
papers, well conducted, are a of ~~ ebepmar tenant yo oe} rarer, ” 
mation to our eyes and ears. ‘They will not pcuary earth, an at the 
ouly learn us to work, but they will strengthen | tong evenings and short days be appropriated 
our mental powers, and present to our consid- | to the mutnal preparation for that Harvest- 
eration, facts, if rightly understood, which will home on high, rare: mmf hal later, will 
enable us to work to the greatest possible ad- | OpeD in its Joyous and golden hues, to those 
vantage. ‘They are the os for a ad to ob- | Who have done their whole duty to themselves, 
tain knowledge late in life. ‘The conductors of | to their neighbor, to their country, and their 
newspapers ought to receive the full measure | God. 
of their reward—the full measure of our sym- | i 1 ae ae er 
pathies. Even upon the great interest of |MPORTANCE OF ATTENTIVE BREEDING. 
popular education, political editors, to their) Messrs. Editors: In a former communi- 
everlasting honor be it spoken, have acted a5 | cation, in the Cultivator of October 3d, on the 
patriots and philantnropists—have cordially | «jmportance of attentive breeding,” in sheep 
united, aud energetically advocated the two | husbandry, | omitted several things of prac- 
great causes of national prosperity and hap- jtical utility through the fear of trespassing 
piness, without which free institutions are j}upon the patience of your readers. And I 
but empty sounds. The editor and printer | would now, in addition to these remarks, sug- 
have a world of toil: We labor by day only ‘gest the propriety of making our selection of 
—they labor by day and night. We have a | breeding ewes in the spring, at or before shear- 
day of rest-—they have none, It is our busi-|ing. I know that it is the common prac- 





mer in the skies for our instruction. And, | 
indeed, the occupation of the farmer is con- 
genial for such a study. His labors are pur- 
sued in the open air, in continual use of the 
great laboratory of nature, stimulating him 
constantly to inquiry and research. He toils 
amid the simple, but grand and glorious ma- 
chinery of the great universe, disposing him 
to serene reflections and noble aspirations. 
Would I could bring home to your consider- 
ation the dignity of your vocation. None, 
save the preacher’s, is nearer heaven than 
yours. ‘The social angel when he descended 
to converse with man, broke bread with the 
husbandman beneath the tree. For him to 
labor is only for him to pray—for the song of 
praise through the universe is, ‘“‘work, work, 
work!” 

If your occupation be of so high a charac- 
ter it should make you ever devout and grate- 
ful. When nature herself is all the time at 
work to procure food for our sustenance, are 
we not undevout and ungrateful if we do not 
lend her a helping hand? Ought we not to 
adore her sublime operations? For us the 
air shivers the rocks and depresses the moun- 
tains—the fluent waters grind them up and 
float them down to our habitations. The 
very plant works night and day to elaborate 
them into our food. Nature is continually 
composing and decomposing for our benefit. 
F-very zephyr that sweeps over the earth wafts 
a nutriment to our fields. Every bird in the 
valley and every wind on the hill sing but the 
hope and promiseof the year. Every gem 
of spangled dew brings its o from the 
skies. Every falling rain-drop is but an ele- 
ment of food, and every sunbeam from heav- 
en bears an odor on-its wing. It is for us to 
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| weighed 1200 pounds. 


look on this wonderful metempsyehosis of | ced 


pounds, as a few years since those which 

Would not, then, im- 

provement a few years longer make them 

weigh 4000 pounds? Who knows that our 

present ox is not destined to be as large as 

the ancient mammoth? He is increasing in 

weight and skeleton every year at our Fairs. 

Who knows but that he will stalk the great 

quadruped king of the present time, as did 

the mammoth and mastodon of ancient times? 

We have good reason to anticipate such a 

result. Improvement can do it and will do 

it. The ox, from the shortness of his legs 

and the number and dimension of the verte- 

bra, can be made, probably, to weigh srx 

THOUSAND Ppounps! The mastodon and meg- 
atherium of the ancient world, whose fossil 

remains have been found in the tertiary strata, 

were twelve or thirteen feet long and nine or 
ten feet high. These, Mr. President, were 
the gigantic animals which perished in the 
last and great catastrophe that ploughed up, 
with flaming fire, the rocky pavement of the 
globe, and lifted up on high the dark founda- 
tions of the deep before the creation of the 
human race. ‘Thus we have evidence that 
death and destruction have sown the ele- 
ments of mighty structures iv the dust of the 
earth and in the gases of the atmosphere, and 
shall they not rise again? Both science and 
analogy answer this question in the affirma- 
tive. Every thing around us is 

of improvement. The whole constitution of 
this world does not look like a system of op- 
timism. It appears to be arranged in all its 
progressive improvement. Even physical 
nature herself has undergone many revolu- 
tions, aud, apparently, has constantly advan- 


In almost ali our domestic animals, as well 
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{to profit in reading them, they must be care- 


ness to work to please ourselves—it is theirs | 
to write about every thing, at all times, and 
what is worse than all, to please every body. 
Let us render them sympathy and rewards.— 
Good newspapers are store-houses of knowl- 
edge of the right kind forthe farmer, from 
whose ample portals, he can always draw 
something interesting, new, and useful. Ev- 
ery family should take as many as four, and 
asinany more as they are able. One thing 
must certainly be remembered, if you desire 


fully perused. Leta New England farmer 
be intelligent, and he is almost sure to obtain 
acompetence. When we look without her 
limits, we cannot but percieve that our lot 
has been cast in the most fortunate section of 
the world. When we take into consideration 
the fertility of her soil, her facilities for com- 
merce, and her rock-bound coast, standing 


tice to defer this until fall; but spring is 
far more preferable, as at no other season of 
the year can one so accurately test the excel- 
lences and defects of both fleece and carcass, 
and select those which weigh most in valuable 
points. . 
Where our primary object is the produc- 
tion of wool, we should never be so anxious 
to increase numbers, as to breed from any 
that do not possess in a good degree, the 
desirable qualities for sucha purpose. They 
should have a long, thick, fine, and soft coat- 
ing of wool, upon all parts of the body; giving 
particular attention to the quality of wool 
upon the head, neck, brisket, belly, legs and 
flanks, any jar or coarse wool found on such 
parts is very objectionable to the fleece, for 
the manufacture of all fine fabrics. 

Quality of the fleece is a point, that re- 
quires the most discriminating observation to 








as a bulwark to this great pation, we cannot 
but conclude that these six States possess a 
highly favorable position in this Union, and 
are capable of sustaining a population, at 
least, four or five times as great asthe pres- 


happier, than any other portion of maftkind. 
Why then, should not the farmers of this fa- 
vored spot, settle their children around them? 
Why should not the sons of New England 
rest their dust in the sepulchres of their fath- 





ers—in the green and fragraut bowers of their - 


judge of its true comparative merits. One of 
the most perceptible guides to fine and valua- 
ble wool, is the wavy or crimped appearance 
of the fleece. Yet wool of an equal fairness 
does not always possess this in a correspond- 
ing ratio, but whenever you see a fleece very 
closely crimped, you can depend that the fibre 
is not only fine, but that it possesses in a 
high degree those minute spiral curves and 


ing purposes. If one wishes for sheep with 


strong 
they havea full well spread hip, straight broad 
back, and are large, wide and deep in tlhe 
chest and-shoulder, with thick short necks 
aud jegs. In making our selections in the 


of as to flesh. Jt not unfrequently happens that 


our best ewes after rearing lambs will come 
up in the fall ina thin, bad condition, and 
unless we have a knowledge of their valuable 
qualities, they will be liable to be disposed 
of for othet purposes than breeding. When 
by retaining them and bestowing a little extra 


care and attention, they may soon recruit and 
many other 





and toil 
on the banks of the Ohio, 








al 


elasticity—two very essential aids for all felt- 


constitution and good form, see that — 


that age much sooner impairs the value of 
‘the fleece and curcase than the value of the 
sheep for breeding. 1 frequently rear some 
jof my best lambs from ewes quite advanced 
jin years. Ewes of uncommon good naturel 
/qualities will coutinue to impart nearly the 
same properties to their offspriag as long as 
| they retain the power of breeding. I have 
jone ewe 19 years old that sheared the past 
jseason 4 pounds of clean wool, aud reared a 
‘ewe lambof good size and shape, that for 
ifineness is hardly surpassed by any in my 
| whole flock, although age had so impaired 
‘the fleece of the dam that she was not as fine 
as many Another ewe that 
jvaries but a fow years from the age of the 
above, produced five pounds of decidedly fine 
wool, and reared a buck lamb which weighed 
lat birth 108-4 pounds, and weighed when 
|five months ok! 78 pounds; all of his other 
| propreties are of a corresponding degree of 
But | vever practice keeping ewes 
jnear to such ages unless they areola very 
| choice character. 
| Another property of the greatest impor- 
ltance, that should begin to be noticed in the 
spring, is the power of transmitting their own 
jtraits to their progeny: this as a general 
ithing can be tolerably well judged of by the 
parents, but not universally so, especially if 
jthe ancestry on either side have been rather 
|imperfectly bred. ‘To ascertain with accura- 
ley, the degree in which they engraft their 
lown qualities upon their offspring, I resort 
ito the following expedient. I number my 
bucks by means of a set of numerical stamps, 
jand as fast as the ewes are served, (which is 
jascertained by reddening the brisket of the 
| male) I give them a number that corresponds 
with the buck, and if you please, the day of 
the mouth can be added. By this means the 
age and origin of every lamb is known, and 
may receive a permaneut ear mark that will 
lindicate the same, so that the value of the 
\three can be judged of, collectively as well 
‘as individually. Another important advan- 
‘tage derived from this method is, that those 
}ewes that are to lamb at nearly the same time 
lean be easily drafted from the flock, and 
| placed under the more immediate care of the 
shepherd, where they may receive greater 
leare with less trouble, and in large flocks 


other ewes, 





jinerit, 


limight be the means of saving many of the 
offspring. Enevezer Brivee. 
Pomfret, Vt., Jan., 1847. 
[ Boston Cultivator 


[For the Maine Parmer.) 


WHO'S RIGHT? 


Mr. Houmes: Your correspondent “Rolly” 
thinks manure ought never to be put on land 
uatil it is thoroughly rotten; but many practi- 
leal farmers think different. Now I should 
| like to know, for my owa benefit, who is right. 
| Farming, has been my business all my life- 
time. I have tried numerous experiments 
with manure; and from my experience, I 
ithink manure does the crop as much good 
next year, when it is put on the field thas, and 
‘rotted there, as when it is roued ina heap 
' this year, and put on the field next; and that 
ithe good which the green manure does the 
crop this year, which is, as every one knows, 
considerable, is clear gain. But, perhaps I 
ido not think right; and if I do not, and “Rol- 
ly” does, I should like to know it. 

“Rolly” speaks of ‘a friend,” who piled 
his manure up, and mixed with it muck, &c., 
‘and tarned upon it the “contents of the wash 
|tub, sink drain, and all other water stale and 
putrid; and I have no doubt but that the 
wash improved the manure; but if “Rolly's” 
friend had piled up the “straw, loam, muck, 
weeds, and anything that could be made into 
manure,”’ alone, and turved that wash upon 
\it, and hauled his green manure out, and put 
lit on his fields, | think he would have done 
‘better. Two of my reasons for thinking so, 

are: Ist, the manure in the heap did certain- 

ily waste some, if not more, being exposed to 
ithe air and rains a whole year, if be covered 
it up as well as he could with hassock; and 
2d, if it had been put on his fielda green, this 
waste would have improved his crops, and 
been clear gain. 

My practice is, to put what old manure my 
j\eattle make in the summer, in the bill for 
corn; and to spread a good quantity of green 
manure on before harrowing. lam particu- 
lar to cover up well with my bee, when I cov- 
er the corn, all that a good harrowing will 
not cover. This green manure begins to rot, 
and is in a suitable state for the corn to 
feed on when it most needs food, viz: when 
it begins to ‘tassel out.” Now “Rol- 
ly” will see that this plan is better than to 
have all the manure old, which gives the corn 
a great start at first; but when the corn needs 
food most, it has vot a sufficient supply to fill 
out the large number of ears that are formed 
by over feeding in the spring. But where 
part of the manure is green, and spread on, it 
“comes in play” about the right time, and 
every ear is well filled out, even every sucker. 
I seldom fail in having good corn. Late years, 
it has been my surest crop. This inst year 
f raised on bulf an acre, a cart twite heaping 
full of ears, that holds 42 bushels of’ shelled 
corn, when even full. 

I have generally had more potatoes where 
| used green manure, than where I used old. 

Pirow Jocerr. 











| Augusta, Feb., 1547. 


Staxperovs. A writer inthe Boston Med- 
ical Journal says that the fashion of us mod- 
erns, makes a man the creation of starched 
dickies, high-heeled boots and tight waist- 
coats—the thing of a barber's brush and the 
tailor’s yardstick; and angelic woman, « 
swaddling lusus—heterogeneous, compounded 
of wads of cotton, French chalk, buckram 
‘and strips of whalebone. 


Inpustay. A young man by the name of 
John Ostrander, 17 years of age, in the em- 
ploy of Mr. David Ver Valin, on Thursday 
last, shelled in 8 hours, stopping to eat bis din- 
ner in the time, One hundred ond twelve 
bushels of corn. A few days previous he had 
shelled seventy three bushels, filling bis bas- 
ket and removing the cobs himself, 

[Poughkeepsie American. 
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